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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 6264 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUB J : POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REF: STATE 90807, NEW DELHI 5652 

1 . ACCORDING TO CONGEN AND EMBASSY ESTIMATES, THERE ARE 
A MINIMUM OF 17,600 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN INDIAN JAILS 
COUNTRYWIDE. THIS IS A CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE BASED ON A 
STATE-BY-STATE COUNT. ALL OR ALSMOST ALL PRISONERS CLASSIFIED 
AS POLITICAL ARE MIS A DETAINEES. AS WE HAVE REPORTED 
PREVIOUSLY, IT IS OFTEN DIFFICULT TO KNOW WHETHER AN ARREST 
IS POLITICAL OR NOT; THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT MANY LISTED 

IN ECONOMIC CATEGORIES WERE IN FACT JAILED FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS. THE 17,600 FIGURE DOES NOT INCLUDE THESE 
ARRESTEES, ALTHOUGH THEY COULD NUMBER IN THE THOUSANDS. 

2. GOI AND STATE OFFICIALS CONTINUE TO REFUSE TO DIVULGE 
STATISTICS ON THE NUMBER OF POLITICAL PRISONERS OR NUMBERS 
OF PRISONERS STILL IN JAIL FOR EMERGENCY-RELATED OFFENSES. 

WE ESTIMATE THAT A TOTAL NUMBER OF 50,000 TO 80,000 PRISONERS 
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JAIL. THIS ESTIMATE ON ALL CATEGORIES OF PRISONERS STILL 
IN JAIL ROUGHLY CONCIDES WITH OUR FEBRUARY ESTIMATE 
(NEW DELHI 2533) SINCE WE HAVE SEEN NO RELIABLE INDICATIONS 
THAT SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF PRISONERS HAVE BEEN RELEASED IN 
THE INTERIM. ACCORDING TO OUR LATEST ESTIMATE. THERE ARE 
29 MP'S IN JAIL. 

SAXBE 
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